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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The reference listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on June 05, 
2008 has been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449 form). 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/05/2008 has been entered. 

3. This Office Action is responsive to the RCE and Amendment filed on 06/05/2008. 
Accordingly, claims 1-10 are currently amended. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claiml -1 0 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Huang et al. (US Patent Number 6,437,836) in view of Nagasaka et al. 
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(JP20003701 20) or (JP20003701 21 ) or (JP000381 51 9), a translation of (US Publication 
Number 2004/0085352) which is relied upon for the claim rejections and Inoue (U.S. 
Publication No. 2001/0042247). 

Regarding claim 1, Huang et al. discloses an electronic program guide display 
control apparatus for displaying a part of an electronic program guide on a display 
screen (see fig 5). 

However, Huang et al. fail to specifically disclose the claimed specification point 
detection unit and scroll control unit, scrolling the display of a display area in response 
to specification position on the display screen the electronic program guide display 
control apparatus comprising: 

a specification point detection unit for detecting a specification point on the 
display screen; and 

a scroll control unit for scrolling the display of the display area based on a 
positional relation between the specification point detected by the specification point 
detection unit and a predetermined point on the display screen, 

the screen control unit changes a scroll amount based on a distance from the 
predetermined point to the specification point, and changes a scroll direction based on a 
direction of the specification point with respect to the predetermined point when the 
display is scrolled. 
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Nagasaka et al. teaches scrolling the display of a display area in response to 
specification operation on the display screen (see fig 46, paragraphs 0147 and 0405) 
the electronic program guide display control apparatus comprising: 

a specification point detection unit for detecting a specification position on the 
display screen (see paragraph 0029); and 

a scroll control unit for scrolling the display of the display area based on a 
positional relation between the specification point detected by the specification position 
detection unit and a predetermined position on the display screen (see paragraph 0362 
and 0404). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Huang et al.'s invention in view Nagasaka et 
al. for the advantage of providing a screen operating device with good operability. 

However, Huang et al. and Nagasaka et al. fails to specifically disclose the scroll 
control unit changes a scroll amount based on a distance from the predetermined point 
to the specification point, and changes a scroll direction based on a direction of the 
specification point with respect to the predetermined point when the display is scrolled. 

Inoue discloses the scroll control unit changes a scroll amount based on a 
distance from the predetermined point to the specification point, and changes a scroll 
direction based on a direction of the specification point with respect to the 
predetermined point when the display is scrolled (see paragraph 0070). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Huang et al. and Nagasaka et al.'s invention 
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with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Inoue for the advantage of moving the 
program guide to a desirable position. 

Regarding claim 2, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 1). Huang et al. discloses the electronic program 
guide display control apparatus (see fig 5). 

Nagasaka et al. discloses the apparatus wherein the specification point 
detection unit detects a point on the display screen pressed by a user with the user's 
finger as the specification point (see abstract, lines 1-5 and paragraphs 0029 and 0033). 

Regarding claim 3, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 2). Huang et al. discloses the electronic program 
guide display control apparatus (see fig 5). 

Nagasaka et al. discloses the apparatus wherein the scroll control unit scrolls the 
display of the display area based on the specification point detected by the specification 
point detection unit (see paragraphs 0362-0364). 

Inoue discloses a center point of the display screen as the predetermined point 
(see paragraph 0086). 

Regarding claim 4, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue discloses everything 
claimed as applied above [see claim 3). Huang et al. discloses the electronic program 
guide display control apparatus (see fig 5). 
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Nagasaka et al. discloses the apparatus wherein the scroll control unit scrolls the 
display of the display area based on a direction from the center point to the specification 
position and at least one of a distance from the center point to the specification point 
and specification pressure at the specification point (see paragraphs 001 1 , 0018 and 
0362). 

Regarding claim 6, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 1). Huang et al. discloses the electronic program 
guide display control apparatus further comprising: a broadcast-service-unit regulation 
unit for regulating a move distance in broadcast service units (see fig 5 (502), column 3, 
lines 27-29 and column 5, lines 62-63). 

Nagasaka et al. discloses regulating a move distance of the scrolling by the scroll 
control unit (see paragraph 0362). 

Regarding claim 7, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue discloses everything 
claimed as applied above {see claim 1). Huang et al. discloses the electronic program 
guide display control apparatus further comprising: a time-unit regulation unit for 
regulating a move distance in predetermined time units (see fig 5 (505) and column 5, 
lines 54-63). 

Nagasaka et al. discloses regulating a move distance of the scrolling by the scroll 
control unit (see paragraph 0362). 
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Regarding claim 8, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue discloses everything 
claimed as applied above {see claim 1). Huang et al. discloses the electronic program 
guide display control apparatus further comprising: a broadcast-service-unit regulation 
unit for regulating a move distance in broadcast service units (see fig 5 (503), column 3, 
lines 27-29 and column 5, lines 62-63). 

Nagasaka et al. discloses regulating a move distance of the scrolling by the scroll 
control unit (see paragraph 0362). 

Regarding claim 9, Huang et al. discloses an electronic program guide display 
control method comprising (see fig 5): 

displaying a part of an electronic program guide on a display screen (see fig 5, 
column 4, lines 55-56 and column 8, lines 32-35) and scrolling a display area of the 
electronic program guide (see fig 5 (506 and 507) and column 8, lines 38-44). 

However, Huang et al. fail to specifically disclose detecting a specification point 
on the display screen and scrolling based on a positional relationship between the 
specification point detected and a predetermined point on the display screen, changing 
a scroll amount based on a distance from the predetermined point to the specification 
point, and changes a scroll direction based on a direction of the specification point with 
respect to the predetermined point when the display are is scrolled. 

Nagasaka et al. discloses detecting a specification point on the display screen 
(see paragraph 0029), and scrolling based on a positional relationship between the 
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specification point detected and a predetermined point on the display screen (see 
paragraph 0362 and 0404). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Huang et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Nagasaka et al. for the advantage of easily 
manipulating the display screen and providing a screen operating device with good 
operability. 

However, Huang et al. and Nagasaka et al. fails to specifically disclose changing 
a scroll amount based on a distance from the predetermined point to the specification 
point, and changes a scroll direction based on a direction of the specification point with 
respect to the predetermined point when the display are is scrolled. 

Inoue discloses changing a scroll amount based on a distance from the 
predetermined point to the specification point, and changes a scroll direction based on a 
direction of the specification point with respect to the predetermined point when the 
display area is scrolled (see paragraph 0070). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Huang et al. and Nagasaka et al.'s invention 
with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Inoue for the advantage of moving the 
program guide to a desirable position. 

Claim 10 is directed toward embody the method of claim 9 in "computer readable 
medium". It would have been obvious to embody the procedures of Huang et al., 
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Nagasaka et al. and Inoue as discussed with respect to claim 9 in a "computer readable 
medium" in order that the instructions could be automatically performed by a processor. 

7. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Huang et 
al. (US Patent Number 6,437,836), Nagasaka et al. (JP2000370120) or 
(JP20003701 21 ) or (JP000381 51 9), a translation of (US Publication Number 
2004/0085352) which is relied upon for the claim rejections and Inoue (U.S. Publication 
No. 2001/0042247) as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of Nakajima et al. 
(US Patent Number 7,061 ,648). 

Regarding claim 5, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 4). Huang et al. discloses the electronic program 
guide display control apparatus (see fig 5). 

Nagasaka et al. discloses the specification position detected by the specification 
position detection unit (see paragraph 0029). 

However, Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue fail to specifically disclose an 
end portion of the display screen wherein the scroll control unit displays content of an 
end portion positioned in a direction from the center position to the specification position 
on the display screen. 

Nakajima et al. discloses an end portion of the display screen wherein the scroll 
control unit displays content of an end portion positioned in a direction from the center 
position to the specification position on the display screen (see fig 14 and column 15, 
lines 60-64). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Huang et al., Nagasaka et al. and Inoue's 
invention with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Nakajima et al. in order to 
visibly notify the viewer when the screen session has ended. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nnenna N. Ekpo whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM-5:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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NNE/nne 
August 18, 2008. 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



